300. LETTER TO MAMILAL GANDHI

[GAPE TOWN,]
Phagan Vad 11 [March 22, 1914]

CHI. MANILAL,

I have been getting your letters. I see that your going over
there has been for the best. And it is as well that you are alone.
You are too quick in making changes. I wish some of them at least
endure. It will be enough if your habits become regular there.
Personally, I think it will be best if you come along with me.
There will be no difficulty if 20 of us are together on the ship. I
certainly don't think Jekibehn will be able to stay with me at any
rate for some rime after we reach India. It is my desire to see
you esteemed in India as a brahmathari of a high order, your con-
duct so naturally well-disciplined that it cannot but produce an
impression on others. This will require hard work, study and
purity in you. No impression can be made by doing anything
with the deliberate object of producing one. If, however, the things
which commend themselves to one are best, they will impress.
You must, therefore, make your own choice and consider what
you want to do. You must then cling .to the thing till death.

I am sending Chi. HarilaFs letter for you to read. Think
over the wretched state he has been reduced to. The fault is not his,
but mine. During his childhood, I followed a way of life none
too strict in its rule and he is still under its influence. Tear off
the letter after reading it.

Blessings from

BAPTJ

From the Gujarat! original in Gandhiji's hand: G.W. 103
Courtesy: Sushilabehn Gandhi